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Monthly Meeting February 12th", 2014
(Annual Hamfest, Details in Newsletter)

HRAC meets the second
Wednesday of each month

at 7:00 pm at HACC,

Shumaker Public Safety
Center, Gate 5 on Industrial number of positive comments from people on the event. Here is just one:

Road in Harrisburg
(Elmer Time starts at
6:30PM)
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Well, the Winterfest is over and it was a BIG success. The official numbers aren’t in
yet, but it appeared that attendance was up by 50% over last year. | have received a

...thanks to all of the club members for their efforts to have the
Winterfest. It was a welcomed opportunity to get out and root
through a bunch of electronics, meet some old friends, and (in my
case) enjoy my first hamfest in probably 25 years. So to HRAC, |
say '‘Bravo!' and 'Well done!.

| want to add my thanks to all of the club members who gave of their time and talents
to make it a success.

Now it's time for some fun! This month is our annual Ham Feast, held at Fire
Mountain buffet on the Carlisle Pike. We gather for dinner and door prizes. It's
always a fun time with good food and fellowship and an opportunity to sit and talk
with members that we may not otherwise have a chance to do. Something about
hams and food... It seems that whenever a bunch of hams get together there’s
always food involved. Good food and door prizes; how much better can it get?
Editor’s note: The grand prize is a Yaesu FT-7900 with the YSK-7800
separation kit included.

Well as a matter of fact... This is also when we honor one our members with the
club’s Ham of the Year award. The award goes to a club member who has
distinguished himself (or herself) in service to the club and ham radio in general. |
don’t know about you, but | can’t wait to find out who the winner is this year.

Tim Lehman, President
KB30OZA

Club Meeting Night......Note time/location
change for February!

The February meeting will be held Wednesday February 12" at 6:00pm. The location of
this meeting will be Fire Mountain Restaurant on the Carlisle Pike in Mechanicsburg.

This is the annual Ham Feast where we just have fun. Bring your family and come on out.
We will have door prizes, one larger prize (The grand prize is a Yaesu FT-7900 with the
YSK-7800 separation kit included.), and the 2013 Ham of the Year Award will be
announced. In order to be eligible for prizes, make sure your dues are up to date, or even
join the club for the first time!!!

Shelby, K3EMT
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The January 8", 2014 meeting of the Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club was called to order at 1917
HRS by the president, Tim (KB30OZA) followed by introductions. There were 17 members present.

Secretary’s Report —The minutes of the November meeting were published in the newsletter.
Doug (K3DRE) made a motion, seconded by Chuck (N3WL), to accept the minutes as published.
Motion PASSED

Treasurers Report — Joe (KQ3F) presented the treasurer’s report. Doug (K3DRE) made a motion,
seconded by Rick (K2RBT), to accept the report. Motion PASSED

VE Committee — No report.
Trustee — No report.

Membership Committee — Tim (KB30OZA) mailed dues reminder notices at the end of December.
Currently we have 61 members, 44 are ARRL members, for a 72% ARRL rate.

Newsletter — No report.

Web Page — There was no report from Gary (KV3Q). Doug (K3DRE) reported that there is a forum
section on the newsletter that will possibly become active over the next month or two

EMCOMM — Doug (K3DRE) reported that PEMA activated from approximately January 5™ thru
January 8™ due to the cold. There were 100+ stations for weather check-ins, reporting severe
weather. Operators reported things such as broken water pipes, gas line issues, school closings.
Doug worked the event from his home.

There was discussion of the upcoming CMEs (Coronal Mass Ejections). They are to be severe.
We discussed how the CMEs could potentially impact communication and HF communication in
particular.

DXCC - Glenn (K3SW2Z) reported that he will be checking cards at the Winterfest, being held on
January 18™.

Entertainment — Joe (KQ3F) did a presentation on HF propagation for Emler Time. The
presentation after the meeting was presented by Glenn (K3SW2Z), and the subject matter was basic
QSLing.

The February meeting is the annual HamFeast. The event is being held at Fire Mountain on the
Carlisle Pike in Mechanicsburg. It will start at 6:00PM. There will be door prizes and a couple
larger prizes. Ham of the Year for 2013 will also be awarded. Bring your family and come on out
and have fun. (Attendees pay their own way).

Field Day — Discussion about possibly joining CPRA at PEMA headquarters for field day was

again discussed. The general consensus seems to be that HRAC will remain at HACC for the field
day event. There was no final decision reached.

Continued on next page...............
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January Meeting Minutes, continued

Hamfest Committee- Winterfest is 10 days away. Tim (KB3OZA) reported

that he is getting phone calls about the event. Testing will be held the day of

the event.

Elmer Time —March will be the next meeting that we will have an Elmer
Time. Potential topics were discussed. There will be a topic list published
on the Yahoo Group and Facebook page at some point in the future and we
will need volunteers to teach each topic.

At this time we also discussed club brochures vs. the club newsletter as a

handout to participants who pass the ham radio test at the sessions we hold.

Old Business — None
New Business - None

Good of the Club — Nick (AA3T) reported that there is a problem with
Wouxun Radios. Import Communications (a.k.a. Wouxun.us) indicated
Wouxun is becoming difficult to deal with and doesn't provide good warranty
support on the radios they make. There are a significant percentage of
Wouxun radios that are randomly losing memory and starting to speak in
Chinese.

Terry (WB3KN) reported that he has a rig blaster for sale, contact him if
interested.

Adjournment — There being no further business to conduct, Chuck (N3WL)
made a motion, seconded by Pete (KB3WIH), to adjourn. Motion PASSED
Meeting adjourned at 2011 HRS.

Shelby Minier, K3EMT
Secretary

Personalized Items Make the BEST Gifts!
(And who says you can't qive yourself a gift...)

Hats - Shirts - Jackets
Name Badges - Mugs - Mousepads
Vanity Plates - And More!

WB3BKN |

We use embrodery, heat transfer, viny o subfimaion to put your idea on st abut mﬁﬁné!\" -

Visit us online at WWW.ShopIBD.com for ideas
then give us a call at 717-585-9779
or email geanne@impressions-by-design.com
for quotes and personalized service.

W3uUu
is
ARRL Affiliated

Reminder — Club dues are
now due. If you don’t get a
reminder by mail, you can
use the application at the
end of the newsletter.

Thank you!

Ll Ll L)

| o 0
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Looking back through the rich history of the Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club
Compiled by Mark Robinson (WB3JIS)

First, an answer to last month’s Trivia Question: Why is there a straight key next to the keyboard of Glenn K3SWZ’s Model 15
Teletype machine?

For many years a station was required to identify at least every 10 minutes using voice or Morse — sending your call in the digital mode
was not acceptable. This meant that even if Baudot was used for the QSO the ID still had to be in Morse. Having a hand key near the
keyboard was a practical requirement for RTTY operators like Glenn to quickly whip out their call sign on CW. The FCC dropped
this requirement on June 15, 1983. | can personally testify that there was immediately great rejoicing in the streets by those of us
operating RTTY at the time!

This month’s look back in history begins a series of artifacts from the 1950°s courtesy of Shelby K3EMT. Shelby has been graciously
working through scanning a recently discovered treasure trove of club documents. This particular document that is from 1951 is self-
explanatory.

Januepry 30, 19851

40 W, Hain 8%,
Hechaniesburg, Pa,

My, Jeyry Hathis
ARRL 80M, E. Pa.
617 Urescent Ave,.
Glensido, Pa,

Doar Mp, Mathis:

Some time ago The Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Clud
was asked by your office to consider the establishment
of an Emergency Comuniloations organization in the
Harrigburg area together with suggestions for the
appointment by you of & looel Emergency Coordinator,

Our organization has disoussed this wmatter ab
and have formilated plans and colleoted eguipment
which we now own, Ve feel that we can now oope with
a disaster iIn this ares shonld one ocour,

The members of the Club have nominated and elected
ir, KEenneth R, Sweaney, WAHKCL as owr cholce for a
oapable Emurgency Cooprdinator. Mr, Sweonsy is our
represontative on the looal Hed Croas Dissster Committee
and has led the Club members in several simulated
onergency tests in cooperation with Hed Cross and other
organigations. In addition, he is connoeted with the
B8ll Telephone Company, and in a serious emergency
the Club eould handle nt traffic,

Poasibly will want to talk further with i,
Sweeney regard our emergensy organization, His
addresa 1s ibth. 8%,

New Cumberland, Pa.

Should you desire additional information regarding
our Club’s organization and adbility to serve the
Harrisburg ares with emergoncy communisation, ¥r,
Sweeney and I will be happy to oblige.

Very truly yours,

Fred, R Nupma, ¥W3KEK
searetayry
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January Testing Resuits

This testing session we had another larger group.
The next testing session

There were 19 Applicants, and 19 elements taken will be held
) February 15, 2014
The breakdown is as follows: at the HACC Shumaker
Public Safety Center,
e 2 Extra i
e 4 General
e 5Tech

8 elements were failed. There was 1 Administrative Action.

Special Thanks To:
Bill, KE3YC
Richard, N3UGW
Gary, KV3Q
Steve, N3FWE
Steven, KA3PDQ

Monthly Ham
Radio Lunch

The last
Thursday of each
month there is a
Ham Radio
bl . 1 TSTRRS f.\ il Lunch
e A, : : at the OId”
PN Country Buffet” at

— =-1b r noon.
- - /3 5 |
9 ~4 - N

This restaurant is
located on Route
22 in Colonial
Park in the
vicinity of Value
City Furniture, K-
Mart and Home
Depot.

It's a great way to
meet new

™ 000000 0000C0OCOCFOCISINOSNOSIOSINOIOIOSIDS '} | .
: Please send any articles : o % : : o | people!

for the newsletter to "
shelbyminier@gmail.com
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There were 215 in attendance at the Winterfest held on January 18™ at HACC.
Thanks to all who came out to help support the club!

2014 Exam schedule for the Harrisburg Radio Amateur's Glub VE Team

February 15, 2014-HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Public Safety Center, Gate 5 on Industrial Rd, Harrisburg, PA (9:00AM)
April 19, 2014-HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Public Safety Center, Gate 5 on Industrial Rd, Harrisburg, PA (9:00 AM)
June 21, 2014 -HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Public Safety Center, Gate 5 on Industrial Rd, Harrisburg, PA (9:00AM)
July 5, 2014-FIRECRACKER HAMFEST HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Safety Center, Gate 5 on Industrial Rd (11:00AM)
August 16, 2014-HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Public Safety Center, Gate 5 on Industrial Rd, Harrisburg PA (9:00AM)
October 18, 2014-HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Public Safety Center, Gate 5 on industrial Rd, Harrisburg, PA (9:00AM)
February 20, 2014-HACC Harrisburg Campus-Shumaker Public Safety Center, Gate 5 on Industrial Rd, Harrisburg, PA (9:00AM)
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Cupid and the Radio Amateur
This month’s article was prompted by a fellow club member who for whatever CUPID RHYMES
reason has either abandoned amour or is so deeply filled with uncontrollable WITH STUPID

desire that they are hoping for some insight on their particular affliction.

Well | must say that in the area of Cupid | am no expert, much like the field of

Amateur Radio (not being a REAL Ham). However since | have some resources

| will venture onward. Cupid has been around since the early 3" century BC, at that time he had 2 kinds of
arrows, a gold arrow with a sharp point which filled one with uncontrollable desire and a lead arrow with a blunt
point which leaves one with a feeling of aversion and desire only to flee. Later in the 15™ Century some writers
had given him 3 arrows, The GOLD arrow which was filled one with a gentle “smiting” which was easily cured, a
SILVER arrow which was more compelling, and a STEEL arrow that left a love wound that never heals.

In medieval times Cupid was seen as a “Demon of Fornication” a seductive but malicious figure who exploits
desire to draw people into an allegorical underworld of vice.

Now for many Amateur Radio Operators the desire or love for the hobby can be
seen in some cases by the never ending DESIRE to have the latest and greatest
equipment or the largest array on the block. This desire is so great that the
unsuspecting Amateur will go to almost any length to make that happen. Could you
just imagine what would happen if the XYL ever figured out how much money was in
the shack and that ring on her finger was just a piece of glass (The real one was
hocked long ago for that latest piece of radio technology) cleverly exchanged during
one of the all night DX operations. Oh how | remember in my youth the time before
Amateur Radio when the late nights and early morning excursions had only one
purpose to lure the unsuspecting YL into a life long journey.

The most amazing thing is that most of us can sneak another black box into the shack and never get caught! As
my collection of equipment has grown it becomes increasingly difficult for the untrained eye to tell the difference
between them. OH, the web of deceit that Cupid weaves! The hours that Cupid demands from us in the name of
the hobby is almost immeasurable, the hours spent building antennas, running coax, rewiring the shack for the
one hundredth time. | know for a fact that the time installing all those radials in the back yard was well worth it as
the grass is always greener where the ground plane is located. That or the fact | keep that area well watered for
maximum ground conductivity. | am grateful that Cupid’s arrow did not find me till later in life, as a VE | see
younger people taking their tests and succumbing to Cupid’s STEEL arrow inflicting a lifelong insatiable quest to
be a REAL HAM!

Happy Valentine’s Day!

KA3PDQ

DO NOT
TOUCH ME
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This is an area for ham radio operators, members and non-
members, to list radio/electronic items that they want to sell or
that they are looking to purchase.

If you have anything to list, email shelbyminier@gmail.com.

Bill has the following for sale:

T.G.M.Communications MQ-26SR Mini Beam 20 thru 6 (about ten
years old); 30 Feet of Americian Standard tower; Small Rotor
Light duty mast. Already on the ground. Package price $100.00
Contact Bill KE3YC, 717-730-7173

The weekly information net is held every Wednesday at 8:00 PM
on the 146.76— repeater, except for the second Wednesday of
the month, which is club meeting night.

Twitter Link

http://www.w3uu.org/local-repeaters-and-nets/
Same lists that used to be in the newsletter...... but on the club’s website.

Yahoo Group
Link

9 m"

YaHoO!

Facebook
Page Link

.



https://www.facebook.com/pages/Harrisburg-Radio-Amateurs-Club/208171495915056?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Harrisburg-Radio-Amateurs-Club/208171495915056?fref=ts
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hrac/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hrac/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hrac/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/hrac/
https://twitter.com/HRAC_W3UU
mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com
http://www.w3uu.org/local-repeaters-and-nets/

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MAIL TO:

Tim Lehman (KB30OZA)
PO Box 453
Hummelstown, PA 17036
717-982-8550

Make checks payable to HRAC
Membership is $15.00 ($7.50 if over 65) per year.
Family Membership is $25 (Hams must reside in the same household)

Dues end December 31st

NAME CALL SIGN
ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE E-MAIL

ARRL Member: Y N *YEAR FIRST LICENSED
SIGNATURE DATE

I agree to abide by the guidelines of the membership and The Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club, Inc.



