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 As we hopefully will see spring weather soon, we are asking for a work party, 

or maybe to borrow a phrase a “learning experience opportunity” to move 

antennas and equipment from the Red Cross to HACC. Doug (K3DRE) and I 

met with the grounds manager and began the steps needed to make the move. 

Please let either of us know your willingness to help. We do not have the final 

approval from the Red Cross at this time, but as soon as we get it, we would 

like to move. We have antennas and some microwave equipment in the 

building. Not much, but the antennas need to be taken down and transported. 

Several vehicles with roof racks or trailers would be a great help. 

Our only real ways of supporting the club are the two hamfests that we host. 

The big one, the Firecracker Hamfest and Eastern Pa Section Convention, 

occurs every year around the 4th of July. The actual day is always the Saturday 

that falls on the day before the first Sunday in July. That means that this year it 

will be on July 6th, 2013. As a club member you should really try to help in 

some way. I often hear “I can’t be there on the day of the event, or I would 

help.” Well guess what… There is plenty to do in the 11 months leading up to 

the event. At this time my only helper is Shelby (K3EMT). We have been 

soliciting for door prizes, and handouts for the fest. We are also working on 

new vendors to display and sell at the event. Here is where you come in. You 

all know businesses in your area that could benefit from being a vendor at our 

event. You also know a business whose customers would be welcome at our 

event. We are not just amateur radio related. We have evolved to just about 

anything goes! We promote our event as an Electronics Expo and Hamfest. 

Use your imagination to find people. I have flyers that should be at these kinds 

of businesses. Contact me and I will give them to you. You can often leave a 

stack with them to hand out. Also as you attend a hamfest, please hand a flyer 

to each vendor and invite them to our event.  

There is a lot happening in the club. Join us for the Tech meeting at 6:30pm 

and the meeting at 7pm which is followed by a presentation of some kind. 

Always the second Wednesday of the month. 

73 

Terry Snyder WB3BKN 

 

 



 

The March 13, 2013 meeting of the Harrisburg Radio Amateurs Club was called to order at 1905 HRS 
by the president, Terry (WB3BKN) followed by introductions.  
 
Attending the meeting via Skype were Keith (N3KXZ) and Shelby (K3EMT). 
 
Secretary Report - The minutes of the January and February meetings were published in the 
respective newsletters. Chuck (N3WL) made a motion, seconded by Doug (K3DRE), to accept the 
minutes of the as published in the newsletter.  Motion PASSED 
 
Treasurers Report - Joe (KQ3F) presented the treasurer’s report. Doug (K3DRE) made a motion, 
seconded by Pete (KB3WIH), to accept the report. Motion PASSED  
 
VE Committee - Steve (KA3PDQ) reported that he had received a request from the faculty advisor of 
the Penn State Harrisburg radio club to hold a test session on April 6, 2013.  He will coordinate with 
members of the VE team to hold the session as requested. 
 
Membership Committee – Current membership stands at 84.  Letters to newly licensed hams will be 
sent out in the next week or so. 
 
Newsletter – Shelby asked that when members submit items they make sure that they submit 
complete articles rather than fact sheets or outlines. 
 
EMCOMM - Marty (KB3BAA) reported the following items: 

 The biannual TMI drill is scheduled for April 16 & 17.  Operators are needed to provide 
RACES communications for municipal EOCs on the evening of 4/16. 

 He attended a meeting with Red Cross personnel.  They reiterated their request that 
radio operators undergo background checks. 

 We have antennas, coax and a rotor still in place at the Red Cross building.  We can 
keep the radios there until after the TMI drill, otherwise we will have to provide radios for 
the drill.  Red Cross is not insisting on any set timeline for removal of the equipment. 

o Steve (KA3PDQ) stated that all of the antennas technically belong to the Red 
Cross.  They were purchased by the club, but RC provided the funds. 

 The 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg will be celebrated July 4 -7, 2013.  We 
have been requested to provide radio operators for the event.  The local club will be 
running a special event station during the weekend. 

 
 
Entertainment - Pete (KB3WIH) will give a presentation on D-Star operations after the business 
meeting. 
 

Old Business – Doug (K3DRE) reported that he will be meeting with HACC Building and Grounds 
personnel at 0930 on March 19.  They will discuss details of installing radio equipment and antennas.  
The club basically has carte blanch the do whatever it wants to the facility as far as installing antennas 
and radio equipment. 

 March Meeting Minutes 
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New Business - Terry (WB3BKN) announced that he will be relocating 
out of the area in approximately one year.  He encouraged other 
members to start picking up the reins  of activities such as field day and 
the ham fests before he leaves, so that there can be a smooth transition. 

 Firecracker Ham Fest – Hopefully, the parking lot in front of 
the Public Safety Center will be available by that time.  
Tailgaters will be located in the same areas as last year, but 
indoor vendors will be in the garage and the portable 
building that was used for VE testing last year.  There will 
be no tents in front of the garage.  Terry wants to put a team 
together to take over these tasks. 

 Field Day – We have reserved the pavilion for that 
weekend.  This will provide shelter and commercial power 
for accessory equipment.  Radios will be run on generator 
power as always. 

Good of the Club 

 Tech time – There was a request for a presentation on the 
format of a CW exchange. i.e. how does a QSO “flow”. 

 Joe (KQ3F) will be speaking at the national Hurricane 
Conference on March 25.  His topic will be the Hurricane 
Watch Net that is run on 14.325 MHz.  The presentation will 
be available via VOIP. 

 Joe also reported that he had received the bill for the club’s 
liability insurance.  He asked if there was any equipment 
that we should add or delete from the policy or simply renew 
the policy as is.  It was decided to renew as is and we could 
modify equipment details later as needed. 

 
There being no further business to conduct, Pete (KB3WIH) made a 
motion, seconded by Doug (K3DRE), to adjourn. Motion PASSED. 
Meeting adjourned at 1955 HRS. 
 
Tim Lehman, KB3OZA 
Secretary 
 

 

 

 

  January Meeting Minutes, continued 
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Weekly HRAC  

Net 
 

The weekly 
information net  

is held 
every Wednesday 
at 8:00 PM on the 
146.76– repeater, 

except for the 
second 

Wednesday of the 
month, which is 

club meeting 

night. 

Please send any articles 

for the newsletter to 

shelbyminier@gmail.com  

The Timonium Hamfest will be held on Saturday, April 6th, 2013 at the 

Maryland State Fairgrounds located at 2200 York Road in Timonium, MD.  

More information can be found at http://www.gbhc.org.  The Baltimore 

Amateur Radio Club is sponsoring this ARRL hamfest.  The talk-in 

channel is 146.67 (PL 107.2).   

 

The York Hamfest will be held on Saturday April 13th, 2013 at Porter’s 

Community Fire Company located at 1199 Porters Road in Spring Grove 

PA.  More information can be found at http://www.yorkhamfest.org/.  

 

Thanks to Glenn Kurzenknabe for providing this information.  If anyone has any 

information about upcoming hamfests please email the information to 

shelbyminier@gmail.com.  

 

Starting in 2013, ALL testing sessions will be held at the  

HACC Shumaker Public Safety Center. 

Tentative dates for 2013 include:  

April 20, June 15, August 17, October 1, December 21 

 

Testing starts at 9:00am 

Upcoming Hamfests 

TMI Drill Reminder 
 
Volunteers are still needed for the TMI drill that will be conducted on Tuesday 
April 16th. Please contact Marty Gutekunst (KB3BAA) at 
mpgutekunst@comcast.net or 717-439-8971 if you are interested in 
participating.  
 
The Three Mile Island biannual drill is held as required by the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to see how the local utility and area emergency 
agencies and government entities handle a nuclear emergency.  
 
On Tuesday April 16th the utility, government agencies, and emergency 

responders participate in a simulated accident. Amateur radio operators staff the 

Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA) headquarters and also 

local Emergency Operation Centers (EOCs) throughout the area and to provide 

backup communications. 

 

mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com
http://www.gbhc.org/
http://www.yorkhamfest.org/
mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_bVAk99EdCoXSM&tbnid=x92PzTuHlCjmvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://mirror.robert-marquardt.com/cryptome/eyeball/tmi-npp/tmi-birdseye.htm&ei=3rVaUfn3D4-o4AOLgoGgDg&bvm=bv.44442042,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNH-xISLqzTkLQVTaSIkPdQUltLjCw&ust=1364985688869136


 

 

  

Page 5 

April 2013 Edition 

 

HRAC Newsletter 

Just as you thought it was safe to stop work on your doomsday bunkers and 

gathering supplies there appears another REAL threat for 2014. 

Astronomers have discovered and are tracking a Comet due to collide with the 

planet Mars on October 19, 2014. The Comet C/2013 is being watched closely 

as a collision with the Red Planet is almost certain. While not the first time a 

collision of this sort has happened in our solar system it will be the closest such 

event since recorded history.  

While the earth is not in danger from this hunk of ice and rock we may still be in 

eminent danger from asteroids from Mars hitting the earth and causing wide 

spread destruction! Orbital dynamics show it’s much easier for rocks to travel 

from Mars to Earth than the other way around as proven what scientists believe 

are to be chunks of the Red Planet found here on Earth.  

For those of you who may not be up on current space exploration, some 

people think that the MARS Rovers currently on Mars are small vehicles like a 

Model RC car. In fact these are full size vehicles about the size of the car 

sitting out in your driveway! Well as you might have guessed these two rovers 

are on a secret mission to find out if any of the power sources left from ancient 

civilizations still exist buried in the planet. One concern is that these long 

dormant power sources could upon collision from the comet either ejected into 

space towards earth or with the tremendous energy released that a Black Hole 

would be formed there by sucking the solar system in to it. We understand that 

NASA has been well aware of this collision for years and has made plans to 

park the rovers near the point of impact in hopes that the rovers would be 

launched into space and headed back to earth. Then with Ultra Top Secret 

spacecraft they could retrieve the rovers for study on Earth! Provided we are 

not destroyed by space debris.  

One could only imagine the hysteria that will engulf the world as sky watchers 

track these chunks of Mars headed toward us.  

My staff of researchers will stay on this developing story and I will report any 

new items from our daily morning briefings. 

 

Steven Gobat, KA3PDQ 

 

 

Monthly Ham Radio Lunch 
The last Thursday of each month there is a Ham Radio Lunch at the “Old 

Country Buffet” at noon (unless it is a major holiday). 
 

This restaurant is located on Route 22 in Colonial Park in the vicinity of Value 
City Furniture, K-Mart and Home Depot. 

 

It’s a great way to meet new people! 

Mars Attacks 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&biw=784&bih=512&tbm=isch&tbnid=wp1hzUEG1Ao3XM:&imgrefurl=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NASA_Mars_Rover.jpg&docid=ihgPfdiSvDzgyM&imgurl=https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d8/NASA_Mars_Rover.jpg&w=3000&h=2400&ei=47RaUc2MLJXC4APasIHICQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:0,s:0,i:164&iact=rc&dur=702&page=1&tbnh=173&tbnw=216&start=0&ndsp=6&tx=147&ty=73
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=784&bih=512&tbm=isch&tbnid=VB8SFPP8ZIHQdM:&imgrefurl=http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2012/12/castles-in-space-1961-1971/our-solar-system-montage1/&docid=yDNeP9RPqaTq5M&imgurl=http://www.wired.com/images_blogs/wiredscience/2012/12/Our-Solar-System-Montage1.jpg&w=1563&h=1173&ei=MrVaUYTGFtfH4AP6t4CoCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:2,s:0,i:154&iact=rc&dur=935&page=1&tbnh=178&tbnw=213&start=0&ndsp=6&tx=50&ty=65
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National Domestic Preparedness Training Links 
Over the years, a large number of SCTF (South Central Task Force) stakeholders have taken advantage of the opportunity 

to attend free training courses that are provided through the National Domestic Preparedness Consortium. These courses 

are focused towards a range of first responder topics that are specific to CBRNE and WMD hazards, and are offered 

and/or through: 

 Center for Domestic Preparedness, Anniston, AL (focus on chemical agent and hospital topics) 

 Energetic Materials Research & Training Center, Socorro, NM (focus on explosive topics, including suicide 
bomber) 

 Counter-terrorism Operations Support, Nevada Test Site (focus on radiation & nuclear topics) 

 Texas A&M (wide range of courses, primarily through Mobile Training Teams) 

 Louisiana State University (focus on bio and LE topics) 

 Transportation Technology Center, Inc. (focus on HM transportation topics) 

The links below provide information about each of the Consortium member websites, which has a list and schedule of 

classes that are available. While many of our "older" stakeholders have attended these courses, a large number of 

responders who have come into the profession over the last 3+ years are not familiar with these training opportunities. 

If you or any of your stakeholders wish to attend these classes, the procedure is as follows: 

1. Complete the application for the respective Consortium member training center per their instructions. 
2. Forward the application package to Greg Noll, SCTF Program Manager at ggnoll@sctfpa.org. NOTE:  If you send 

the application directly to PEMA, it will be kicked back to me. 
3. The signed application package will be forwarded by SCTF to PEMA Training. PEMA Training will then sign off 

and forward the application package to the respective Consortium partner. 

National Domestic Preparedness Consortium: http://www.ndpc.us/index.html 

 

Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP): 1-866-213-9553 or studentservices@cdpemail.dhs.gov 

 

Energetic Materials Research and Testing Center (EMRTC): http://www.emrtc.nmt.edu/training/ 

 

The National Center for Biomedical Research and Training (NCBRT): http://www.ncbrt.lsu.edu/ 

 

The National Emergency Response and Rescue Training Center (NERRTC): http://www.teex.org/nerrtc/ 

 

The U.S. Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA): http://www.ctosnnsa.org/ 

 

The Transportation Technology Center, Inc. (TCCI): http://www.aar.com/ 

 

The National Disaster Preparedness Training Center at the University of Hawaii: http://www.hawaii.edu/ 

 

More about NDPC (National Disaster Preparedness Center)  
Each of the institutions' focus on developing and delivering products and services according to their institutional base of 
expertise. Under this arrangement, the consortium has achieved remarkable results in the nation’s unified effort to bring all 
levels of government, business, and the emergency response community to new degrees of preparedness. Together these 

members collectively assist in preventing, protect against, respond to, and recover from incidents of national 

significance.  
The consortium’s strategic coordination and planning activities are led by a chairperson, who is assisted by one principal 
from each member institution. The chairperson position rotates between member organizations on a biannual basis. Each 
institution also provides a working group that coordinates and integrates the operations of the consortium. 

 

 

mailto:terry@djterry.com
mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com
mailto:ggnoll@sctfpa.org
http://www.ndpc.us/index.html
mailto:studentservices@cdpemail.dhs.gov
http://www.emrtc.nmt.edu/training/
http://www.ncbrt.lsu.edu/
http://www.teex.org/nerrtc/
http://www.ctosnnsa.org/
http://www.aar.com/
http://www.hawaii.edu/
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If you know of a ham 

radio net not listed (or 

see a net that needs 

corrected) please e-mail 

the information to 

shelbyminier@gmail.com 

We will keep adding to 

the list. 

 Ham Radio Nets 

 

 

 

 

Adams County Amateur Radio Society 

Tuesday 7:30 145.35 PL 103.5 except club meeting nights.   

 

Appalachian Amateur Radio Group  

Sunday 8 PM 146.64 PL 82.5 and echolink 149493 

Thursday 8PM 146.64 PL 82.5 NTS traffic net 

 

Berry Mountain Amateur Radio Club 

Tuesday 9PM 147.24 PL 123.0  

 

Cumberland Amateur Radio Club 

Wednesday 8PM 28.400  

 

Cumberland Valley Amateur Radio Club 

Sunday 9 PM 147.12 

 

Ephrata Area Repeater Society 

Monday 9 PM 145.45 PL 100.0 

Friday 9PM 146.61 PL 131.0 Digital Net 

Harrisburg Radio Amateur Club 

Mondays at 1900 local time on the 145.110 repeater PL 123 (Data Net) 
Wednesday 8 PM on the 146.76 repeater Except for the second Wednesday of the 
month, which is club meeting night 
 
Keystone VHF Club of York 

Monday 8:30 PM 146.97 PL 123.0 

Tuesday 8 PM 146.97 PL 123.0 Keystone Digital Net 

Wednesday 9PM 146.97 PL 123.0 QCWA net 

 

Lancaster Radio Transmitting Society     

Thursday 9 PM 147.015 PL 118.8 

 

Lebanon Valley Society of Radio Amateurs 

Tuesday 8 PM 147.315 PL 82.5 

 

PennMar Radio Club 

Tuesday 8 PM 147.33 PL 123.0 

Sunday 8:30 28.450 Dew Drop Inn net 

Friday 8 PM 28.495 South Central PA net  

Thursday 8:30 146.55 Tri-State Simplex net 

 

Red Rose Repeater Association  

Wednesday 9PM PL 118.8 

 

South Mountain Repeater Association 

Monday 8 PM 146.46 PL 67.0 Capitol Area Traffic net 

Monday 9 PM 145.43 PL 67.0 

 

Tuscarora Amateur Radio Association  

Sunday 8 PM 147.045 PL 146.2 

Thanks to Dave, N3PRO for compiling the original list! 

 

mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com
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Long Delayed Echoes…………………….. 
Looking back through the rich history of the Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club 

Compiled by Mark Robinson (WB3JIS) 
 

 

 

 

 

From the October 1995 newsletter:  
 

 

If you have any older Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club 

materials, pictures, news please feel free to share it with 

Mark.  I’m sure that we would all like to see it in the 

newsletter! 

Mark’s email is wb3jis@comcast.net  

mailto:wb3jis@comcast.net
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Local Repeater Information 

146.76 (100) W3UU Blue Mountain 

147.075 (123) W3UU Ellendale (Dauphin County) 

146.79 (114.8) KB3TWW Reeser’s Summit 

145.11 (123) W3ND Ellendale 

145.29 (123) W3ND IRLP NODE 7060 Blue Mountain 

145.47 (123) W3ND Blue Mountain 

224.18 (123) KA3RKW Blue Mountain (Halifax Radio Club) 

444.45 (123) W3ND Blue Mountain 

444.55 (123) W3ND Newport 

446.425 (123) W3ND Reeser’s Summit 

448.075 (123) W3ND Ellendale 

147.24 (123) KB3VDL Elizabethville (Berry Mountain Amateur Radio Club) 

145.21(123) WB3EYB Harrisburg, on mountain north of Linglestown 

 

Skype is a Great Alternative ……… 

Just a reminder….if you are unable to attend an HRAC meeting, Skype is 

always there as an alternative.  This way you don’t have to miss any valuable 

meeting and you can still participate! 

To sign up for Skype:  

1. Go to www.Skype.com, and download your free Skype messenger.  
2. Select your Skype name (make up something) 
3. Go on line and connect to the test server to verify that your install is 

working. 
4. Add a contact request for hrac.radio (We check, and approve requests 

daily) 
5. Be ready to connect to hrac.radio any time after 6:30pm on meeting 

night. 
6. Meeting begins at 7:00pm on the second Wednesday of every month. 

 

***This is an audio version of Skype. 

 

 

 

http://www.skype.com/
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=650&tbm=isch&tbnid=mPmxSqbIBsCIuM:&imgrefurl=http://www.digitaltrends.com/gaming/rumor-voip-meets-xbox-as-microsoft-taps-skype-for-voice-chat-on-its-next-console/&docid=-wWYSjRVy76dpM&imgurl=http://www.digitaltrends.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/skypelogo.jpg&w=1920&h=1080&ei=cLFaUd_CGou40QGf3YDYCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:53,s:0,i:333&iact=rc&dur=500&page=4&tbnh=168&tbnw=300&start=52&ndsp=20&tx=212&ty=54
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Glen Zook, K9STH, posted this to the Heathkit mailing list:  
 
Many amateurs already know that "73" is from what is known as the "Phillips Code", a series of numeric 
messages conceived for the purpose of cutting down transmission time on the old land telegraph systems 
when sending text that is basically the same.  

In the April 1935 issue of QST on page 60 there is a short article on the origin of 73. This article was a 
summation of another article that appeared in the "December Bulletin from the Navy Department Office of 
the Chief of Naval Operations". That would be December of 1934.  

The quotation from the Navy is as follows: "It appears from a research of telegraph histories that in 1859 
the telegraph people held a convention, and one of its features was a discussion as to the saving of 'line 
time'. A committee was appointed to devise a code to reduce standard expressions to symbols or figures. 
This committee worked out a figure code, from figure 1 to 92. Most of these figure symbols became 
obsolescent, but a few remain to this date, such as 4, which means "Where shall I go ahead?'. Figure 9 
means 'wire', the wire chief being on the wire and that everyone should close their keys. Symbol 13 
means 'I don't understand'; 22 is 'love and a kiss'; 30 means 'good night' or 'the end'. The symbol most 
often used now is 73, which means 'my compliments' and 92 is for the word 'deliver.' The other figures in 
between the forgoing have fallen into almost complete disuse."  

One of the chief telegraphers of the Navy Department of Communications, a J. L. Bishop, quoted from 
memory the signals that were in effect in 1905:  

1  Wait a minute  

4  Where shall I start in message?  

5  Have you anything for me?  

9  Attention or clear the wire  

13 I do not understand  

22 Love and kisses  

25 Busy on another circuit  

30 Finished, the end-used mainly by press telegraphers  

73 My compliments, or Best Regards  

92 Deliver  

Now days, 22 has become 88 (love and kisses). I don't know when this came about. 30 is still used in the 
newspaper and magazine business to indicate the end of a feature, story, or column. And, of course, 73 is 
still used by amateur radio operators to mean "best regards".  

Making any of these numbers plural (73s, 88s, etc.) is incorrect since they are already plural. 73s would 
mean best regardses and 88s would mean love and kisseses. Those make no sense.  

Anyway, the subject of where 73 came from comes up periodically and this article reinforces the "Phillips 
Code" origin.   

Continued on the next page……. 

A History of Signal Codes 
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Jim, N2EY, adds:  
Some other related stuff:  

Phillips Code "19" and "31" refer to train orders. They were so well known that the terms "19 order" and 
"31 order" were still in RR use in the 1970s, long after the telegraph was gone.  

The abbreviation "es" for "and" derives from the Morse character "&". The prosign "SK" with the letters run 
together derives from the Morse "30".  

The numeric code is a small part of the abbreviations outlined in the Phillips Code (developed by 
telegrapher Walter P. Phillips). Here are the numbers as referenced:  

W I R E S I G N A L S  

WIRE  Preference over everything except 95    

1  Wait a moment   25  Busy on another wire  

2  Important Business  26  Put on ground wire  

3  What time is it?  27  Priority, very important  

4  Where shall I go ahead?  28  Do you get my writing?  

5  Have you business for me?  29  Private, deliver in sealed envelope  

6  I am ready  30  No more (end)  

7  Are you ready?  32  I understand that I am to ...  

8  Close your key; circuit is busy  33  Car report (Also, answer is paid for)  

9  
Close your key for priority business  
(Wire chief, dispatcher, etc)  

34  Message for all officers  

10  Keep this circuit closed  35  You may use my signal to answer this  

12  Do you understand?  37  Diversion (Also, inform all interested)  

13  I understand  39  
Important, with priority on thru wire (Also, sleep-car 
report)  

14  What is the weather?  44  Answer promptly by wire  

15  For you and other to copy  73  Best regards  

17  Lightning here  88  Love and kisses  

18  What is the trouble?  91  Superintendant's signal  

19  Form 19 train order  92  Deliver promptly  

21  Stop for a meal  93  Vice President and General Manager's signals  

22  Wire test  95  President's signal  

23  All copy  134  Who is at the key?  

24  Repeat this back    

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

History of Signal Codes……. continued from previous page….. 

 

Submitted by Terry Snyder, WB3BKN 
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Operators to Support Gettysburg Reenactment 
 
Ham radio operators will be needed to help with communications between aid stations at 
Gettysburg reenactments July 4th-7th, the 150th anniversary of the battle of Gettysburg.   
 
Ham radio operators will be paired up to provide backup communications between aid stations that 
will be comprised of Adams County EOC dispatch and local medical treatment centers.  Teams will 
operate for up to a ten hour shift having to arrive at their assigned locations prior to the general 
public and any reenactment activities starting. 
  
For further information or to sign up contact  
Marty Gutekunst, KB3BAA and 439-8971 or 
kb3baa@arrl.net 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kb3baa@arrl.net
http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=650&tbm=isch&tbnid=ABVg9L6nJBr7XM:&imgrefurl=http://campgettysburg.com/gettysburg-anniversary/&docid=Rxwupvy5b4j7iM&imgurl=http://campgettysburg.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/Gettysburg-150th-Anniversary.png&w=1024&h=502&ei=sqtaUc2HD8fO0QGJoYG4CQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:0,s:0,i:85&iact=rc&dur=528&page=1&tbnh=157&tbnw=304&start=0&ndsp=15&tx=201&ty=93
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Letter from the Editor  

Hamfest 2013 (Firecracker Hamfest) is rapidly approaching.  July will be here 

before we know it.  Unbeknownst to most of you, soliciting for handouts begins 

early in the year so we can procure all sorts of brochures and door prizes.   

Terry (WB3BKN) and I handle the bulk of this task.  It takes time and diligence in 

both visiting businesses and e-mailing any company that is even remotely 

related to ham radio.  So far I know I have e-mailed approximately 50 

businesses.  I also have a few places I want to visit to ask for door prizes when I 

can find the time. 

If anyone is willing to step up and help, please contact me.  If you can think of 

any business related to electronics or radio equipment please share those 

names with me!  We want to make this a great hamfest, and the handout bags 

and the door prizes certainly enhance the attendees’ experience! 

Thank you, 

Shelby Minier, K3EMT 

QSO Mass Mailing From K3LR 

For K3LR, Tim Duffy (www.k3lr.com) this has been a spring time ritual for over 20 years at the LR.  The mailing is 

comprised of the last four contests (the season), sending paper cards to new band or mode QSOs. Each year the 

cardstock color varied, this year it is a pastel green color.  The database has over 520,000 QSOs in it. 

 This season = 41,356 QSOs. The duplicate band/mode QSOs are removed, all USA and non outgoing QSL 

bureau countries – makes 9,796 QSL cards for 2012/2013. 

 48 pounds heading to ARRL HQ via FEDEX.  Now you know what a mass mailing looks like! 

 

 

 

Submitted by Glenn Kurzenknabe 

 

http://www.k3lr.com/
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Ham 101 
An Occasional Column Addressing Basic Amateur Radio Topics 

  Written by Shelby Minier, K3EMT 

What is “Traffic Messaging”? 

It is a method of handling messages (traffic) between different people or organizations or control centers to 
relay information, mostly used during natural disasters: It can be voice, Morse code, digital, RTTY, any 
form of communication and any band. It is practiced all the time on some nets by people that want practice 
on those skills by passing a lot of routine messages, so that when a true emergency occurs they can relay 
those types of messages with the same method in a controlled manner. 

More information can be found at: 

 http://www.w7arc.com/nts/ 

 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Traffic_System 

Thank you to Jim Hoffman (KB3UJF) for his contribution to this month’s Ham 101 topic. 

*Keep in mind that the skill and experience levels of the people reading this newsletter vary greatly.  What 
may seem basic to you may be totally new to someone else.  So with that in mind, if you have a topic idea, 
please share it with shelbyminier@gmail.com.  
 

Swap and Shop 

This is an area for ham radio operators, members and non-members, to 

list radio/electronic items that they want to sell or that they are looking to 

purchase. 

If you are looking to unload something, or seeking something to add to 

your ham shack, please e-mail shelbyminier@gmail.com.   

 

 

                

http://www.w7arc.com/nts/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Traffic_System
mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com
mailto:shelbyminier@gmail.com


 

 

W3UU - Harrisburg Radio Amateur Club – 41st Annual 

Saturday JULY 6 2013 

Eastern Pennsylvania Section Convention 

& 

F I R E C R A C K E R 

Electronics Expo and Hamfest 

  “The Harrisburg Pa. Electronics Expo and Hamfest” 
Harrisburg Area Community College             

Fire training grounds 
       3599 Industrial Road, Harrisburg, PA 

♦ Covered indoor Commercial Tables Available  

♦ Largest Tail Gate / Electronic Flea Market in Central PA 

♦ Over 500 tailgate spaces available 

♦ New and Refurbished equipment dealers on site 

♦ ARRL Sanctioned Hamfest / Section Convention 

♦ Great Food (Breakfast and Lunch) 

♦ Meeting room available for clubs and discussions 

♦ DXCC & WAS cards checked on site until 10:00 am 

♦ VE Testing on site at 11:00 am (Walk-in Welcome) 
 

        

    

 Prior Day 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM (Strict ly enforced) 

    

 

 

 

W3UU 

146.16/76 MHz  

PL 100 Hz 

Map on Reverse side 

of this flyer 

Special Event 

Station 

W3W 

In operation at the 

Convention 

 

HRAC Newsletter 

General Admission:   $5.00   (XYL & kids free)  

Tail Gaiting:         $5.00 per space 

Tables:       $12 each before June 1 

        $15 on  or after June 1 

General Admission:   8:00am 

Dealer Setup: Hamfest Day 6:00am 

Prior Day 6:00pm-9:00pm  (Strictly Enforced)          

  For further information contact:      Terry Snyder, WB3BKN 

Web Site: www.w3uu.org        PO Box 355 

Email: WB3BKN@gmail.com                Tel. 717-896-0256  Halifax, PA. 17032-0355 

 

http://www.w3uu.org/
mailto:WB3BKN@gmail.com


 

Directions to the Hamfest from rt. 81 (watch for signs): 

Located just north of Harrisburg, Pa. 

Rt. I-81 to Exit 67 (Follow signs to Farm Show Rt. 22 East) 

Follow Rt. 22 about 3000 ft, Turn RIGHT at light 

Continue on Wildwood Park Drive and road will become 

Industrial Road. Hamfest / Convention is 3/4 mile on RIGHT 

3599 Industrial Road, Harrisburg, Pa 17110 

40.303645,-76.888379 

Represented on this map and picture by the 

Green B and arrow the “A” is Exit 67 

 

 

From Rt 83 and points south: 

Exit 43 (Second Street, Harrisburg) 

Follow ramp to light at Paxton St. and turn RIGHT 

At next light (Cameron Street) turn LEFT 

Follow Cameron street to Wildwood Park Drive, at Farm Show, Turn Left 

Continue and road becomes Industrial Road, Hamfest is ¾ mile on Right 

Mapping/APRS Coordinates 

Hamfest:       40.303645,-76.888379 

Chair: Terry Snyder (WB3BKN) 



 

                   

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

MAIL TO: 

Tim Lehman (KB3OZA) 

PO Box 453 

Harrisburg, PA 17108-0453 

717-982-8550 

 

Make checks payable to HRAC—Membership is $15.00 ($7.50 if over 62) per year. 

Dues end April 31st. 

 
 

NAME _________________________________________ CALL SIGN _____________________ 

 

 

ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

CITY ___________________________________ STATE __________ ZIP _____________ 

 

 

PHONE _____________________________ E-MAIL _______________________________ 

 

 

ARRL Member: Y _____ N _____ 

 

 

SIGNATURE ______________________________________________   DATE ____________________ 

 

 

 

I agree to abide by the guidelines of the membership and The Harrisburg Radio Amateur’s Club, Inc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


